
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS -- November 1 6 ,  1966 and 
January  18 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9373 Disabled American Veterans  on behalf  of 
Ngt ional  Park Assoc i a t i on ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of  the Dis t r ic t  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously 
c a r r i e d ,  t h e  fo l lowing  Order w a s  e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of  
the Board on October 31, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE. OF ORDER - NOV. 6 ,  1967 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  for permiss ion t o  change a nonconforming 
use  from t h e  o f f i c e  of the Disabled American Veterans ,  a non- 
p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Nat iona l  Park A s s o -  
c i a t i o n ,  a non-prof i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  1701 - 1 8 t h  Street, NW., 
l o t  132, squa re  153,  be c o n d i t i o n a l l y  g r a n t e d ,  and t h a t  prior 
t o  occupancy of t h e  e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  by t h e  Assoc ia t ion  it be 
pe rmi t t ed  t o  lease space  t o  o t h e r  non-p ro f i t  o rgan iza t ions .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appe l l an t s1  p rope r ty  is  l o c a t e d  i n  an  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

( 2 )  A t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on September 1 9 ,  1967, a p p e l l a n t  
r eques t ed  (1) permiss ion t o  delete i t s  a l t e r n a t i v e  r e q u e s t  f o r  
a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  use  p rov i s ions  of t h e  R-5-B District and 
( 2 )  permiss ion t o  demolish garage s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  rear 
yard.  

(3)  The fo l lowing  e x h i b i t s  were p u t  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  a t  t h e  
p u b l i c  hear ing :  

(a) A copy of  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  occupancy No. B99673, 
i s s u e d  October 25,  1946, a u t h o r i z i n g  u s e  of 
t h e  premises f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  of  t h e  Disabled 
American Veterans .  

(b) A s t a t emen t  d e s c r i b i n g  the u s e  and occupancy 
of t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  by t h e  Disabled Ameri- 
can  Veterans.  



(c )  A series of photographs of t h e  sub jec t  s i te  
and surrounding area  showing t he  present  
charac ter  of t h e  area.  

(d) A p l a t  showing t he  use of neighboring pro- 
per ty  located  within approximately 300 f e e t  
of t h e  sub jec t  property.  The p l a t  showed 
o f f i c e  uses adjacent  t o  t he  appe l l an t ' s  s i te  
and occupying s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l l  of t he  o the r  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  1700 block of R Street. 

(e) A statement descr ib ing t he  proposed use and 
occupancy of t he  sub jec t  property by t he  
National Park Association. 

( f )  An exerp t  from t h e  A c t  of Congress incorporat ing 
t he  National Park Service,  wherein the  purposes 

of t he  organizat ion were summarized. 

(g) Copy of t he  t a x  exemption l e t t e r  i ssued t o  t h e  
National Park Association by t h e  United S t a t e s  
Treasury Department. 

(h) Copies of Orders i ssued by t h e  Board i n  p r i o r  
appeals approving changes of nonconforming uses 
within t h e  same block a s  appe l l an t s '  site. 

( 4 )  Appellants '  r epresen ta t ive  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  
changes would be made t o  t h e  bui ld ing and an appropriate  b rass  
plaque s i gn  would be placed on t h e  bui lding.  

(5) Appellant reques ts  permission t o  demolish t he  garage 
s t ruc tu r e  i n  t h e  r e a r  yard and t o  provide open parking and land- 
scaping i n  t h i s  area.  There w i l l  be no reduction i n  t he  amount 
of o f f - s t r e e t  parking. The garage s t r u c t u r e  i s  o ld  and obsole te  
and i ts removal w i l l  c r e a t e  de s i r ab l e  open a r ea  on t h e  si te.  

( 6 )  The National Park Association d e s i r e s  u l t imate ly  t o  
occupy t h e  e n t i r e  bui ld ing a s  i t s  na t i ona l  headquarters but  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  it gu l ly  occupies t h e  premises, reques ts  
permission t o  l ease  space t o  o the r  non-profit  organizat ions.  



(7)  The owner of property loca ted  i n  c l o s e  proximity t o  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  s i te  gave approval t o  t h e  appeal.  The p res i -  
dent  of t h e  c i t i z e n s  a s soc ia t ion  gave q u a l i f i e d  approval,  
reques t ing  t h a t  t h e  Board n o t  permit  t h e  demolit ion of t h e  
garage s t r u c t u r e  and, f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  each a d d i t i o n a l  occupancy 
of t h e  bui ld ing  be approved by t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment. 

OPINION : 

The Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h e  
i s  i n  harmony with t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose 
l a t i o n s  and w i l l  n o t  adversely a f f e c t  t h e  
adjo in ing  property.  

g ran t ing  of t h i s  appeal  
of t h e  Zoning Regu- 
use of nearby and 

W e  a r e  f u r t h e r  of t h e  opinion that t h e r e  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s  a t  
premises 1701 - 18th  S t r e e t ,  NW. a lawful ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  noncon- 
forming o f f i c e  use housing a non-profi t  organiza t ion  and t h a t  t h e  
change i n  nonconforming use  can be granted  t o  t h e  National Park 
Associat ion,  a non-profi t  organiza t ion .  It i s  a l s o  our opinion 
t h a t  the demolit ion of t h e  e x i s t i n g  garage s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  land- 
scaping of t h e  r e a r  a r e a  with provis ion  f o r  equal  number of 
parking spaces w i l l  con t r ibu te  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of t h e  s u b j e c t  
property and w i l l  be i n  accord w i t h  t h e  cha rac te r  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  
R-5-B zoning f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  property.  

W e  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  use and occupancy of t h e  premises by 
t h e  National Park Service meets a l l  requirements of t h e  Zoning 
Regulations and s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  provis ions  of Sect ion 7104.2 of 
t h e  Zoning Regulations s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fol lowing c ondi t ions :  

I f  National Park Associat ion d e s i r e s  t o  l e a s e  o f f i c e  
space i n  premises 1701 - 18th  S t r e e t ,  NW. t o  o t h e r  
non-profi t  organiza t ions ,  it s h a l l  f i l e  an appeal  with 
t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment f o r  approval of t h e  
occupancy of such space by such organizat ion.  


